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publication at that time fruſtrated. 


| ; Þ id 
JOHN FANE, Esq. M. P. 


THE following Remarks in the two firſt Chapters were made during the late 


dearneſs of bread, and at that time ſubmitted to ſome Friends. And laſt ſpring 


hen a Bill was in the Houſe of Commons to regulate the Aſſize of Bread in the 


City of London, upon your expreſſing a wiſh (which to me is more than a 
command) that they ſhould be laid before the Public, I haſtened to change them 
into a more public form, and to add ſuch remarks on that Bill as ſeemed to be 
neceſſary. But the Aſſize Table therein being rejected by the Committee of the 
Commons and another introduced, before the remarks on the new Table could 
be printed, the Bill was before the Committee of the Lords, and the object of the = 
As this ſubject however is again, I am 

informed, to engage the attention of Parliament, I muſt requeſt to preſent them to 
the Public under the ſanction of your name, knowing that i will gain them a 


- favourable peruſal, not only by your numerous friends, but by all who are 


acquainted with your intimate knowledge on this ſubject, gained by experience, 
which is the moſt certain means. of information, and in a manner which was 
the moſt beneficial to the Poor when they moſt wanted relief, But I muſt for: 
bear to ſay more, knowing that I ſhould gratify my own feelings at the expence 


* 


of yours. 


I have the honour to be, 
DAR S1R, 
Your much obliged 


| and very humble ſervant, 
Adlect, February 11, 1799. LUKE HESLOP 


, 
. * 


T0 THE READER. . © 
— — — 


To date the object of theſe Obſervations in a few words, and to collect 
the principal matter into one view, may ſave time to the reader, and alſo ſhe w 
the neceſſity of the calculations which will be found in the following 


pages. 


During the late dearneſs of Bread the poor in the Country complained that 
the profits of the bakers were too great; and the bakers (who in general 
manufacture their own flour) ſhewed the magiſtrates who interpoſed their 
authority, that they ſold their bread conſiderably under the price in the table 
of the ſtatute provided for its regulation. In the City of London alſo. the 
magiſtrates, being convinced that the price of bread ſet by the ſtatute from 
the price of wheat was too dear, formed a table in 1792 for ſetting an aſſize 
from the price of flour, by which table the price of bread. was reduced, and no 
oppoſition, as I am informed, made to the regulation,——lt was therefore 
admitted by the trade both in London and in the Country that the price 
of. bread ſet by the table in the ſtatute was too dear; but how much it was too 
dear, or what. were the profirs of the perſons who manufactured flour (whether 
mealmen or bakers) were neceſſary to be known, yet not eaſy to be diſcovered. 
For the ſtatute does not mention what quantity of wheat, is allowed for four 
peck loaves, or for the ſack of flour from which it directs that twenty peck 
loaves ſhall be made. It was therefore neceſſary to inveſtigate the guanitty 
ailowed, and alſo what quantity is a ſufficient allowance. And 


In Chapter iſt, ſect. 1ſt,—it is ſhewn—that 14 buſhel, or twelve gallons of 
wheat are allowed in the ſtatute for four peck loaves, and therefore 75 buſhels 
for twenty peck loaves, or the ſack of flour. And 


In 


1 

In Chapter 2d, ſect. gth—it is ſhewn—that. nine “ gallons of wheat of 
average goodneſs will produce heaten flour (quanlity and quality included) 
ſufficient to make four peck boaves, which is one fourth leſs than the quantity 
allowed in the ſtatute; or that fix + buſhels of wheat will make a ſack of 
Whenten flour, which'is alſo 6ne-fourth leſs than the quantity alowed.—And 
an extra allowance of one-fourth for manufacturing a ſack of flour is 2 5 
per cent. on one return: which upon #g4t returns is 200 per cent.; and upon 
twelve returns (the uſual number, as I am informed, in the year) 300 per cent. 
per annum. | 


In Chapter 24, ſect. jth, it will appear—that the profits of the mealmen in 
* London, calculated from the price at which they bought wheat, and ſold flour 
in October 1796 (at which time theſe inveſtigations were made) were 29 
per cent. on one return upon twelve 348 per cent. —And in the Country, 
about the ſame time, they were 11 per ceit. on one return, and 132 per cent. upon 
elbe. Alſo inthe late ſtatute for regulating the aſſie of bread in the 
City of London Chapter 3a, ſe&. ↄth the profits of the mealmen, as directed 
in the table of that ſtatute, are upon the average 25 per cent. on one return, 
and therefore upon twelve returns 3c0 per dem.; and when wheat exceeds 
115, per buſhel they are ſtill greater, viz. in the 5th Claſs ; for in it more than 
fix buſhels of wheat are allowed to the ſack of flour, as appears in p. 22d. 


But to find the quantity of wheat of average gooduzſs which will make a fack 
of wheaten flour (or flour of that kind from which the bread in common uſe in 
London and the Country is made) it was necefſary—to aſcertain by expe- 
riments the whole quantity of flour which is produced from 40 buſhels (or 
other quantity) of wheat of average goodneſs : —how this flour is dreſſed, or 
ſeparated into different kinds i for public uſe—and the proportion which each 
of theſe kinds bear to each other; — alſo the quantity of wheaten flour which 
is equal in value $ to all theſe kinds, that the quantity of wheat which will 


4 Bo { P. 23th, {4 P. 13th. $ P, 16th, 5 
= | | | | produce 


t 


produce aſack of 9 flour (quantity and quality included) might be known: 
for without this no calculations could be made, or judgment formed of the 


profits of thoſe who manufacture flour. And the experiments which were to 
be made, and the information which it was neceſſary to procure, that theſe 
particulars might be aſcertained, demanded all the care and attention of the 
writer, — and may require much patience in the reader. But when it appeared 
— that ſix buſhels of wheat would produce a ſack of wheaten flour, and that 
L were allowed for the ſack in both the ſtatutes, the profits of the mealmen 
were £aſily calculated, and a mode of ſetting an “ aſſize of bread upon clear 
and . principles became emden, 
The ſtatutes both of Gen Ix. and wet lately ae allow a ſack er flour 
for 20 2 loaves, as e has ** Shady mentioned ; but a fack of Hour 
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various other remarks on 127 e will appear u under their” 2 
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PRELIMINARY OBSERVATIONS 10 prevent Repetitions, &c. 


. Tir Wheat mentioned ts hay of car Pa.. eng th contrary pected, 
2d, The buſhel, &c. —— is always the Wincheſter of 8 gallon, —except, &c. 


3d. The bread, Ke. is ahvays the wheaten of the flatute, —— except, &c. bc 2 


4th, The allowance of the magiſtrates to the bakers, is always 17. 64, — n 

For this is the allowance ſuppoſed in the example given to explain Table I. in the ſtatute. 
Sth, The pollaxds and brane are always conſidered to be a fall compenſation for the expence of grinding 
and carriage to and from the mill, though it ſhould not be mentioned; for this, I am well 
informed, is is univerſally acknowledged. 
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o OBSERVATIONS, 
| : Sc. Sc. 


CHAPTER I. 


An Inveſtigation of the Principle on which the Statute of the g15t. Geo. II. 
cb. 29, is formed, —Shewing the Quantity of W heat allowed therein for 
making Four Peck Loaves, and the Allowance given to the Baker for mak- 
ing them, with Obſzroations on various Nefefts in the Statute. 


Section 1. HE ſtatute of the 31ſt Geo. II. repeals all former « Laws relating 
to the due making, and to the price and aſſize of bread,” and then 
direas that, in ſetting the aſſize of bread, 
©. « Reſpe& ſhall be had to the price which the grain, meal, or flour whereof ſuch 
bread ſhall be made, ſhall bear in the market, &c. and that 
« Reaſonable allowance ſhall be made by the magiſtrates to the bakers for their 
oy charges; labour, pains, livelihood, and profit, &c.“ 

Andin the aſſize table which immediately follows, we find (in the firſt column) the price 
of the buſhel of wheat with the magiſtrate's allowance to the baker for b.king ; and oppo- 
ſite thereto is the price of the ſeveral kinds of loaves in the different columns (peck, half 
peck, &c.) both wheaten and houſehold. But theſe obſervations relate chiefly to the 
wheaten bread, as the white and houſehold are regulated from it. 

From the above it would be natural to ſuppoſe— 

That the buſhel of wheat would produce flour ſufficient to make four peck wh And 
That the price of theſe four loaves would be equal to the price of the buſhel of wheat and 
the magiſtrates's allowance to the baker for making them, and would not exceed theſe ſums. 

| But it is much otherwiſe : 

For not only the price of the four wheaten peck loaves greatly exceeds theſe ſums, but even 
the price of four houſehold peck loaves excecds them, (as will appear from the aſſize table), 
though the houſehold loaves (according to the ſtatute) are only three-fourths of the om of 
the wheaten, 

And as this difference between the price of the buſhel of wheat with the magiſtrate's al- 
lowance, and of the price of the four peck loaves (both wheaten and houſehold) appears to 
be ſo much profit in addition to the baker's allowance, I ſhall therefore call it The baker's 

apparent fecond profit, in the two firſt of the following tables, 

It may be proper to obſerve that, in the afſize table in the ſtatute (Table III.) 

The price of the buſhel of wheat and allowance begins at 2s. 94.—and by a regular in- 
creaſe of 3d. in the buſhel, riſes to 14s. 6d. 

But to render the Tables as conciſe as the object of theſe observations will admit, 

Lhe price of the buſhel and allowance will in general begin at 6s. 6d. and, by a regular 
11creaſe of 15. in the buſhel, riſe to 14s. 64, Allo, 
* The 


tuq 


The price of the buſhel and baker's allowance are ſometimes kept diſtin to facilitate 
compariſons ; and the latter is always ſtated at 15. 6. as that is the ſup- 


pofition made in the ſtatute, 
In TABLE I. 
The iſt Col. gives the price of the buſhel of wheat. 
2.— — baker's allowance. 
3.— — price of the buſhel and the baker's allowance. 

4. —— price of the peck loaf, as in the aſſize table in the ſtatute. 

5.— price of the four peck loaves, being four times the preceding column. 
6. —— difference between the third and fifth columns, or the baker's ap- 


parent ſecond profit ; becauſe he ſells the four peck loaves for 

ſo much more than the price of the buſhel of wheat and 

allowance,—which- allowance is for his 10 charges, inDours, 

® | & pains, livelihood, and profit.” 

1 7.— differences of the ſums in the perpendicular line, in the cating 
| rue column; or the increaſe of the baker's apparent 1 profit. 


Upon examining this table, 


The baker' 8 apparentſecond profit (as it is called in the ſixth column) muſt n creme * 
For, comparing it with his allowance for baking, 
more than twice that allowance, when the buſhel af 3 is AY 
three times - that allowance, when kee. 7. . 
four times that allowance, when &c. - - >. 2005 
3 five times = that allowance, when &. — - 135. 

And, comparing it with the price of the buſhel of wheat and baker's allowance (table II.), it 
always exceeds half that ſum, though very little, and in no regular or 
given proportion, as will appear from comparing the firlt and third co- 
lumns of this table together. And 

Column fourth ſhews how much it exceeds it. 
And as this apparent ſecond profit is not mentioned in the ſtatute, and is ſo nearly equal to 
the price of half a buſhel of wheat and half an allowance of the magiſtrateto the baker (for it 
never exceeds it in table II. column 4th, more than gd. nor leſs than 14.) it is probable (in 
forming the aſſize table) that one buſhel and an half of wheat was allowed for the four peck 
loaves, with one allowance to the baker upon the buſhel, and alſo half an allowance upon the 
half buſhel, making together one allowance and an half of the magiſtrate. 
4 But this will appear more clearly from table III. which correſponds with the whole of the 
3 1 1 table. 
1 For comparing the price of the four peck loaves (column third) with the price of one 
3 buſhel and an half of wheat and one allowance and an half to the baker (column ſecond), the 
= price of the four peck loaves always exceeds the price of one buſhel and an half of wheat and 
; IE one allowance and an half to the baker; yet /o little as never to amount to 54d. except in one 


inſtance ; and in two. inſtances it is only two farthings. 
4 | 3 | Hence 


It is 


Hence we may reaſonably conclude that the aſſize table is calenlated on this principle, viz. 
An allowance of one buſhel and an half of wheat to the four peck loaves ; with 


An allowance, and half an allowance of the magiſtrate to the baker, which is 


at the rate of one allowance to the buſhel of wheat. —And alſo, a fur- 
ther 
Additional profit to the baker in column \ fourth; which may be eſtimated, on the 
average, at 34. in four peck loaves, when wheat is 55. a buſhel, or above; 
and at 1d. when wheat is under 53. a buſhel. a 
Therefore the baker's whole profit on the four peck loaves, for “charges, labour, &c.“ 
25, 64. when wheat is 5s. per buſhel, or above, 
18 | i. e. one allowance, 15. 64.—half an allowance, 9d4.—and the additional 34. 
25. 4d. when wheat is under 5s. per buſhel, 
i. e. one allowance, 1s. 64,—half an allowance, qd.—and the additional 1d. 
And a profit in four peck loaves (which is equal to the price of half a buſhel of wheat when 
it is 55. per buſhel, and in every inſtance exceeds it when under 45. 94. per buſhel (as will 
appear from the Table), was not only unneceſſary for the maintenance of the baker, but 
injurious to the public, and diſtreſſing to the poor, until the ſtatute (with the concurrence 
of the bakers themſelves) became a dead letter. 
Sect. 2. And beſides theſe profits—the bakers, who buy wheat and manufacture it them- 
ſelves, are allowed one buſhel and an half (or 12 gallons) of wheat to the four peck loaves, 
which allowance will hereafter appear to be three gallons more than is neceſſary to make 


them. And as the value of three gallons increaſes with the price of wheat (being twice as 


much when it is 10s. per buſhel as when it is 5s. &c.) the baker's profits are thereby pro- 
portionably increaſed, and alſo the diſtreſſes of the poor. 

Se. 3. It muſt be admitted, however, that the preceding profits of the baker, which 
ariſe from the magiſtrate's allowance, are calculated on a ſuppoſition that this allowance is 
Is. 6d. ; and as that is the allowance ſuppoſed in the explanation of the Table given in a 
note at the foot of the page, it may be preſumed that leſs would not be given him,—neither 
has leſs, I believe, ever been given. And, indeed, it is the opinion of many, that 1s. 64. 
is the allowance fixed by the ſtatute, 

Se. 4. The magiſtrate alſo, when he fixes an allowance (whether the above or any other) 
cannot know the amount of that allowance on the four peck loaves. For if he preſumes 
(as he reaſonably may do from the face of the ſtatute) that the allowance granted on the bu- 
ſhel of wheat is the whole compenſation of the baker for four peck loaves.—lt is not ſo: 
for the baker would have half as much more, viz. one. allowance and an half, as has been 
already ſhewn. Or, if the magiſtrate ſhould conceive that more than one buſhel of wheat 
is neceſſary to make four peck loaves (as the ſtatute does not expreſs the additional quan- 
tity allowed, and he does not know what further quantity is neceſſary) how can he grant 
a proportionable allowance upon ſuch unknown quantity? And if he ſhould increaſe the 


allowance n- to the nnn he ſuppoſed, then * the manner in which the 
| ' B 2 Table 


T&D. 
Table is formed) the baker would have, as before, half as much more as he intended · to 
give him. And this is the effect of that myſterious obſcurity in which this Table is involv- 
ed. It is myſterious and obſcure, becauſe whilſt we read at the head of the column 
the price of the buſhel of wheat and allowance, another half buſbel and half allowance is intro- 
duced (without any mention or intimation whatever) into the calculation for the aſſize of bread, 
But having pointed ont the effect, it is not neceſſary to enquire into the cauſe, - \. 

SeQ. 5. The directions alſo, which are given for ſetting an aſſize of bread from the price 
of flour, are not free from a like imputation of myſtery and obſcurity ; far there is not even 
a Table to direct the magiſtrate herein. And this omiſſion is acknowledged in a note which 
immediately follows the explanation of the Table, in which it is ſaid, „ But no proviſion 
being made how they (he magiſtrates) ſhall know what price the reſpective forts of meal 
and flour ſhall be eſteemed to bear in proportion to the price of wheat, they are therefore to 
* take notice that the peck loaf of each ſort of bread is to weigh 17/6. 60z. and the reſt in 
proportion; and that every ſack of meal or flour is to weigh 2cwt. 2975. neat ; and that 

from each ſuch ſack of meal or flour, there ought to be produced, on the average, twenty 
+ ſuch peck loaves of bread; and, by obſerving. the ſaid rule, magiſtrates may, at all times, 
know if the baker hath more or leſs than the allowance they intend to give him.“ 

But this rule ſeems to be a very inadequate & guide to the magiſtrates who ſet the 
| of bread, for it leaves every one of them, in every place, in every part of the kingdom, to 
form Tables for themſelves from their-own. ideas, or interpretation of the rule, the conſe- 
quence. of which (if ſuch Tables had been formed) is obvious. The magi/trates alſo ſeem 
to have judged it to be inadequate, for no ſuch Tables have been formed; but even in cities 
and large towns, where bakers are obliged to buy four and not wheat, the aſſize of bread has 
been always ſet (where an aſſixe was ſet) from the price of wheat, until 
- Se. 6. The magiſtrates of the city of London (after experiencing for thirty- four years + 
the inconveniencies which aroſe from the omiſſion in the ſtatute, and probably from the 
high price of bread when ſet from the price of wheat) formed an affize Table adapted to the 
price of flour, according to which the twenty peck loaves are ſold for the price of the ſack 
of flour from which they are made, and one allewance only of the magiſtrate for making them, 


* The ſtatute, after acknowledging that © no proviſion is made to Row wine prick he eedetine Gowe-of Gone bear ; 


* in proportion to the price of wheat,” gives the following rule, to ſhew the proportion between them, viz. that twen- 
h peth loaves, each weighing 1916. bez." fbail be made ' from the ſach of flour, which fack ſhall weigh 2cwt. 25. The rule 
therefort dg not mentien wheat + How can it then glabliſb a compariſon between flour and that which is not even named? But 
there are troo term mentioned in the rule, viz. flour andpech:loaves; and it may be aſked if there is no compariſon made, 
or connection ſhewn between either F theſe terms, and wheat. Surely none. For the ſtatute does not mention what gu- 
ity of flour of any fort, or what number of peck loaves (or weight of bread) of any lind will be made from a buſbel (or any other 
2 ber. How can a compariſen then be formed ? But when the rule tells us, that a fh of four will make twen- 
ty peck" loaves. Had it alfo told us, that one buſbel and an haf of wheat would make four (and we have found that quantity 
to be allowed for them by thoſe who formed the ſtatute) then a proportion had been eſtabliſhed, and the price of the ſack 
of wheaten flour (for different ſorts are mentioned in the rule) and of feven buſhels and an half of wheat would have been 
the ſame, But the quantity of wheat allowed in the ſtatute for four peck loaves ſeems to have been a ſecret too valuable to 
be entruſted to the public, or even to the Legiftature. 
1 The ſtatute was made * c court ol ende ee was eſtabliſhed in 


OR. 17 
2 which 


1 
which allowance was fixed at 10s. per ſack, or 25. for four peck loaves. And by this table 
the aſſize of bread has been ſet ſince that time, not only in London, but in many other 


The benevolent intentions, however, of the city magiſtrates to reduce bread to a 
proper price has been effected only in part by this table; neither will it be perfected bythe 
bill now before parliament, unleſs the price of bread, when ſet from the price of wheat, ſhould 
firſt be duly regulated. For the price of bread, when ſet by the table in the ſtatute from the 
price of wheat, being much too dear (as will be ſhewn hereafter) ; and much dearer (as is 
well known) than the price at which it is voluntarily fold by the bakers in the country, (for 
there no aſſize is, or has been ſet for many years) the mealmen are thereby encouraged to ſell 
their flour, ina like proportion, too dear. And ſo long as they ſhall continue to regulate 
its price, as they have done for years paſt, in ſuch manner that the aſſize of bread when ſet 
from it may not exceed, yet be equal, or nearly equal to the aſſize when ſet from the price of 
wheat, they may ſtill plead—that their profits are not too great. The plea, however, cannot 
be admitted, as it is founded on the ſuppoſition—that the price of bread, when ſet from the 
price of wheat, is juſt and reaſonable. The evil originates in that fable; and therefore muſt 
be remedied by a proper regulation of it, The amount of the mealmen's profits will hercafter 
be calculated, and juſtify, I conceive, theſe obſervations, if the information and experiments, 
on which the calculations mu/? depend ſhould be juſt. And if there ſhould be any errors 
in either, they will be acknowledged and corrected as ſoon as they ſhall be known : for truth 
is the object of theſe enquiries ;_ andit is from ſtating facts accurately, and reaſoning can» 
didly upon them, that the poor or the public can, in any inſtance, receive eſſential benefit. 

Sect. 7. But as both the ſtatute and the regulation of the court of mayor and aldermen 
direct, that . from every ſack of flour there ought to be produced, on an average, twenty 
« peck loaves,” it may be proper to obſerve (what will be ſhewn fully hereafter), that it 
will produce at leaſt twenty-one, and, I apprebend, twenty-one and an half on the average. 
But ſuppoſing it to produce only twenty-one, the additional loaf is ſo much gain to the baker 
in addition to the magiſtrate's allowance; which gain too increaſes with the price of flour; 
and therefore is twice as much when wheat is 10s. per buſhel as when it is 5s. &c. But this 
is not mentioned to prejudice the bakers ; for every perſon by induſtry and care in their 
ſeveral profeſſions and occupations ſhould procure not only preſent ſubſiſtence, but a ſuitable 
proviſion for themſelves and families. And in London the baker's profits under the regula- 
tion of this city table are not ſufficient, I apprehend, for theſe purpoſes. 

Sect. 8. But beſides the particulars already mentioned, there are others in the ſtatute 


which claim our attention. 
For it allows the making of three kinds of ande wheaten, and bouſchold ; and 


fixes the proportionate values or goodnels of each of theſe kinds, viz. 

That white loaves ſhall be one quarter dearer than the wheaten of the ſame weight, and 
the wheaten one quarter dearer than the houſehold ; conſequently the quality, or goodneſs 
of the flour, of which theſe loaves are made, muſt be better in the ſame proportion; and 
therefore the relative qualities, both of the loaves and of the flour, will be as 16— 12—and : 


for each of theſe numbers are one quarter greater than the following. Yet the ſtatute does 
not 
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not fx, or even intimate in what proportions the flour produced from a buſhel (or any 


other quantity or weight) of wheat muſt be ſeparated, or dreſſed, that each kind may be of 
that preciſe quality which will make bread of the goodneſs directed by the ſtatute : but the 
Teparation is left entirely to the will and pleaſure of the millers or mealmen ; though upon the 
different quantities, or proportions ſeparated, the quality or goodneſs of each kind, both of 
flour, and of the bread made from it, evidently depends. And to adjuſt the proportions of the 
ſeveral kinds of flour in ſuch manner, that each may be preciſely of the quality proper to make 
the bread directed by the ſtatute, both experiment and judgment are neceſſary. For the 
ſeparation of the flour muſt be repeated and varied, till the judgment ſhall pronounce the 
different Ainds thus ſeparated, to be of the ſame relative qualities or goodneſs as the bread to 
be made from them; i. e.— as 16—12—and 9. And the reſpective quantities or proportions 
of each kind being thus aſcertained, theſe proportions ought to have been fixed by the ſtatute, 
and proviſion alſo made therein, that flour ſhould be ſeparated preciſely according to theſe 
proportior.s,and i in no other. And in conſequence of this omiſſion, the relative qualities or 
goodneſs of the reſpective kinds of flour (at leaſt the relative prices at which they are ſold) in 
|Eoridon, and in the Country, differ from each other; and both of them diff:r ſtill more 


from the qualities of the flour proper to make the different kinds of bread directed in the 


- ſtatute. 
For, in London, the prices of flour on the 6th and 13th of Feb. laſt *, were 


435. fine 405. ſeconds—295. 64. coarſe, per ſack—which prices are as 16—15—11 nearly. 
And, in the Country, the prices about the ſame time, were— 

535. 44. fine — 505. ſfeconds—43s. 4d. per ſack——— which prices are as 16—15—13, 
But, according to the ſtatute, they ſhould beas = = = = 16—12—9. 

Beſides, the fine flour in London, in the Country, and under the ſtatute (repreſented 
as above by the ſame number 16) muſt neceſſarily differ in quality or goodneſs, except equal 
| quantities of this flour ſhould be ſeparated from the buſhel (or other meaſure or weight) of 
wheat, which cannot poſfibly be ſuppoſed—as there is no /aw to compel, nor even a rule to direct 


fuch a ſeparation ; and every difference in the quantities of the fine, which are firſt ſeparated, 


muſt neceſſarily occaſion a ſtill further difference in the inferior kinds, which are afterwards 


. feparated. 


SeR. 9. It muſt alſo be obſerved (and upon the beſt N T have been able to pro- 


cure) that the bread now in general uſe 
In London—is made from the fine flour, MEE above by the number - 26 


In the Country—it is made from the ſeconds (except when the fine and ſeconds are not 


ſeparated) repreſented by = - - - - - -_- 15 


And according to the flatute—it is made from the ſeconds, repreſented by - - - - - 12 


For white rolls are to be made only by the permiſſion of the magiſtrates. 


This was printed early in 1797, at the time the Bill for regulating the Aſſize of Bread in London was before the 


Committee of the Houſe of Commons; but the Aſſize Table in the Bill being rejected by the Committee, and another 
. introduced, - before the remarks on this ſecond table could be printed, the Bill was in the Committee of the Lords, and 


the publication therefore delayed. | 
7 . 


| :6.32 71, 
And hence, the qualities of the bread now generally uſed in London, and in the Country, 
muſt differ, on both theſe accounts, from the quality of the bread directed to be made by the 
ſtatute, ſo that no aſſize of bread can properly be ſet in either of theſe places by the table in it 
from the price of wheat. | | 
Se. 10. It muſt alſo be obſerved, that the ſtatute of the 3d Geo. III. chap. 11. (though 
made to remedy deficiencies” in this ſtatute) contains no regulations or proviſions which 
relate to any of the above particulars. And the ſucceeding ſtatute of the 13th Geo. III. 
chap. 62. (after authoriſing the making of an ancient ſlandard wheaten bread, which bad, in 
effect, been prohibited under the 31ſt Geo. II.) enats—® that the ſame weight of 
« wheaten bread as coſts 84. (under the ſaid ſtatute, 31ſt Geo, II.) the ſame weight of this 
& ſtandard wheaten bread ſhall coſt 7d. &c. therefore it recognizes and adopts the prin- 
ciple of the aſſize table in that ſtatute ; and conſequently the objections which have already 
been made te it will apply to the table in this aft. And as the ſtatute alſo directs, that this 
ſtandard wheaten bread . ſhall be made af flour, which ſhall be the whole produce of the grain, 
the bran or hull thereof only excepted ; and ſhall weigh three-fourth parts of the weight of the 
© wheat whereof it ſhall be made”—it may be proper here to obſerve, that the flour will 
weigh nearly ſeven parts * in eight of the weight of the wheat from which it is made. And 


if the pollards ſhould be included in the bran or hull, which was not the + intention of the - 


ſtatute, the flour will even hen weigh more than three-fourths of the wheat, 


* In an experiment made on twenty buſhels of wheat by a friend ſome years ago, the wheat weighed 1252/4,--the 
three kinds of flour 9974. the pollard g0/4,—bran 13 5/4,—loſt in grinding, &c 3016. 
Hence the weight of the flour and pollard, 108716. : weight of the wheat, 1252/b.,:: 7 : 8 very nearly. 
And the weight of the flour alone, 99746, : weight of the wheat, 1252/6, :; 3 : 34 nearly. 
And in various other experiments, the weight of the flour and pollards is nearly in the above proportion to the weight 
of wheat, vis. 7 : 8. | 


+ That the pollards were not intended to be included in the brans, but in the flour, is evident from a tra& publiſhe@ - 


{-an after the paſſing of this at, by Mr Pownall, who introduced it. 


* fd 1 
* C WAI 4 
JET IR — 
ty 0 a bY 4 - 
A 8 


D 


"4 


- 


* * 2 5 
8822 5 
: * 4 


)) C0 3-4 247" > OPIN” TE: 


1. The Number of Peck Loaves which may be made 1 a Sack f Flour ; 
and the Quantity of Flour which will make four Peck Loaves—24, The 
Qgantity of Flour produced from a given Quantity of Wheat—9gd, The 
Manner of ſeparating or dreſſing Flour—4th, The Quantity of Flour of 
one Kind which is equal in Value to the whole Flour—5th, The Quantity 

of Wheat which will produce a Sack of Wheaten Flour, and alſo 521b. of 

Flour, or four Peck Loaves—6th, Suggeſtions: to ſet an Afize of Bread 
upon Ai and clear rn Nes 75 be Profs of Mealmen. | 


Sen. The Number of Peck Loaves which may be adi a a Sack of Flour ; and the Quan- 
tity of Flour which will mabe four Peck Loaves, 


HE rule which is given in the explanation of the aſſize table, in the 31ft Geo. II. fugs 
that © the peck loaf is to weigh 175. 60. — that every ſack of flour is to weigh 2cwr. 
«* 2975, (i. e. 28016.) —and that from every ſack of flour there ought to be produced, on the 


et average, twenty ſuch peck loaves :” and when this rule was mentioned in the preceding 


Chapter, it was obſerved-that a ſack of flour of average goodneſs would produce twenty - one 
peck loaves, and probably twenty- one and an halfon the ———— the obſervation was 


founded on the following information and experiments. 


Many intelligent and candid bakers in different, and in diſtant parts of the country, have 
"been *conſulted on this ſubject; and all of them acknowledged that a ſack of flour, of 
average goodneſs, will make twenty-one peck loaves ; and many of them alſo admitted that 
it will in general make twenty-one and an half, eſpecially if the flour has been ground a 
proper time, and not injured by too much moiſture. The ſame information alſo has been 
given to different perſons, and at different times, as appears from occaſional obſervations 


made in various publications. 


A baker, who is alſo a miller and mealman, and was fully acquainted with the object 
of theſe enquiries, ſhewed me his day-book for March 1794, which contains minutes of 
bread made in the common way of buſineſs, and of the quantity of flour which was uſed in 
making it, both by himſelf, his journeyman, and apprentice ; and from theſe minutes it 
appears, that | 
Exr. iſt, *64 gall, of flour made 9514 half peck loaves ; which is nearly 227* peck loaves froma ſack of flour, 
— 2. $57; gall. of Ke. 62 Ke. - = more than 214 J &c, 

— 3. 56 gall, of &c. 50 H... - - nearly 21+ || &c. 


For 64 gallons : 40 gallyps (or a ſack of flour) :: (714 or) 91,75 half peck loaves ; 44,843 half peck loaves, 5. e, 


: 13 loaves, And the following lines are calculated in like manner. 


410 t 21,565 peck loaves, | 21,43 peck loaves. 


And 


X 1 

And the ſame perſon, in January laſt, at my requeſt, made an experiment on two ſacks of 
flour, which produced 87F half peck: loaves ; each loaf (and they were made up in half pecks 
and -quarterus) was weighed ſeparately, and turned the beam of the balance; and all of 
them, except three, exceeded the ſtandard weight, and many of them "wy conſiderably. 
Hence, | 

Exy. 4th, 80 gallons, or two ſacks of flour, made 874 half peck loaves ; which is (21,87 5 

or) more than 214 peck loaves from a ſack of flour. . 

And if the overweight mentioned above had been added, the ſack would have 3 
(22,636, or) more than 224 peck loaves ; which is four peck loaves from (40547 0. or) 
40% 7. 8dr. of flour: but omitting this greater produce ariſing from the overweight, and 
collecting the four experiments to find their average, vix. 


lb, ez. dr. 
Exe. it, n peck loares from 1 ſack of flour ; 4. e. 4 peck loaves from 49:953, or 49 15 3 


2. 21565 Ke 1 KS. = 3 e, 4 & = =» = 51,930, — $1, 14 14 
3. 21,430 Ke. 1 & - > 3 . e. 4 K l.. 52263, — 52 4 3 
4. 21,875 Ke. 1 ke. -,-, ; a - <:.- $1200, — 69 


* 


Divide by 487,291 ö | Divide by the number of experiments 4 | ee 9 7 
Average, | t. X i | , Average, $1,336— . 


Y Ten the average is (2 . or) r more * ind peck loaves from 28016, or 

a ſack of flour, — which is 4 peck loaves from 51/6. For. 5dr. 
And allowing 5216. of flour to ſour peck loaves, then 28016. will make (21,5438, or) 21. 
Alſo on the ſuppoſition of 5246, of flour to four peck loaves, then 260ʃb. will make 20. 

But the ſtatute allows — Kc. to dc. v„and 280 tof — — 20. 


Difference, "4h | 2 | | Difference, | " 20k. 


PT} ©# 4 
— — ͤ . — 


Having * that a ſack of flour will make 21 (or even 214) peck loaves, from which ſack 
the ſtatute requires only 20 to be made: alſo that 52. F of flour will make four pee loaves, 
for which 5616. is allowed: lt will now be neceſſary to ſhew, 

What quantity of flour {including all || kinds) is produce from — buſhels (or 
other quantity) of wheat of average goodneſs. | 


9 = 


* For 22,421 peck loaves : (one ſack o * flour, 4. 9.) 280lb. : 94 peck loaves : 49.9530. or 49/8. 150z. 3dr. And the 
following lines are calculated in like manner. 

+ In various experiments, which I have made in this and the op year, the ſack of flour produced between 21; 
and 22 peck loaves. The bread was made by a ſervant; who had been @ baker for ſeveral years, Alſo, 

In the Military Workhouſe at Munich, the baker delivers 1 39/6. of bread for every I00lb. of rye flour he peceives, (and 
1 am informed that rye flour does not produce ſo much bread as wheaten) ; conſequently 280/6., n 
muſt make at leaſt (22,4, or) ncarly 221 peck loaves. 

. For 100/76. of flour: 1394. of bread :: a8016. of Sane -1 : 389,246, of bread == 22,4 peck loaves. 
See Cour RuaurorD's 5th Eſſay. 


* t "The average is enly 5116. goz. 5dr. See chore. 
Not pollards and brans ; for theſe are · called the out-caſt or hull 
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How this flour is dreſſed; or ſeparated into different kinds for public uſe; and the 
proportion which each of theſe kinds bear to the others. 
The quantity of flour of one kind (fine, ſeconds, &c.) which is equal in value to any 
? given quantity of another, - that the value of all the ſeveral kinds may be found 
in that kind from which the wheaten bread in common uſe is made. 
And theſe things being done in ſections ad, 3d, and 4th following—then 
The quantity of wheat which will produce a ſack of wheaten flour of the ſtatute ; 
and alſo 52/b , or four peck loaves, is calculated in ſect $5th.—And from thence it 
is ſhewn, 
How an aſſize of bread may be ſet, both from wheat and flour, upon ſimple and clear 
principles in ſection 6th, 
Sect. 2. To aſcertain what quantity of flour (alla all 1240 is produced . 40 buſhels 
of wheat of average goodneſs. 
Every miller and baker, I believe, acknowledge that forty buſhels of wheat will produce, at 


the leaſt, ſeven ſacks, or thirty-five buſhels of flour ; but many of them admit that they will 


make ſeven ſacks one buſhel, or thirty-ſix buſhels of flour. One miller, in anſwer to my 
enquiries, aſſured me that thirty-fix buſhels are a fair average in common years, and of wheat 
of average goodneſs. He moreover gave me minutes, which had been juſt made in the uſual 


way of his buſineſs, bath of the weight of the wheat ground, and of the weight ofthe ſeveral 


kinds of flour it produced, all of which will-be ſpecified in the three firſt of the following 
experiments. The flour in theſe experiments was dreſſed for three different bakers, and 
according to the directions given by them. The laſt experiment was made on wheat ground 
for private uſe ; and therefore the quantities of the different kinds of flour are not ſpecified, 
but only the. hole quantity. At this experiment I was preſent the whole time; ſaw the 
wheat meaſured in a buſhel made according to the Wincheſter meaſure, and authenticated by 
the regular ſeal, or ſtamp ; each buſhel of wheat, and alſo the flour and other produce, were 
exactly weighed, 


Exe. iſt, was made on 40 buſhels of brown bread, of average goodneſs, which weighed 
62416. per buſhel. 
Sacks, B. F. 1b. 


| The produce in fine a S: & ©. 0 
in ſecond ce. e 0 
in coarſe &c, = e 

O 


Total produce of the 40 buſhels, 7 1 10 


— 


Produce of 1 & e. o lf 865, 5. 6. 90.6 fü. 


Eur. l. was made on 60 buſhels of brown wheat, rather under average goodnefs, which 
* 61346, per buſhel, 


e. or 202618, 


The 


E 4 


| Sack, . . . 
The produce in fine flour rage - 1 © © © 
8 in ſecond be. 8 3 42 7 
. in coarſe &k  - » 1 0 © 11 


Total 10 3 3 
Deduct (to reduce 60 buſhels to 40) one-third 3 2 3 
Total produce of 40 buſhels - 7 

0 


1 2 '$ or 2010/b, 
Produce of 1 Ke. o 3 Byg, i.e. 50,2503. 
Exe. 3d, was made on 93 buſhels of wheat, 
15. Score, bb 


viz. 20 buſhels of white, which weighed = - 1200, or 12 
20 buſhels of cone, which Kc. = 1175, — 11 15 &c. 
53 buſhels of brown, NO >» 3312 — 12 10 &c, 
Total 93 Total 5687—4, e. 6116. per buſhel. 
The two firſt quantities were confi ani under average goodneſs. All of them were 
dreſſed together; and the ſine and ſeconds were not ſeparated. 


Sacks, B. F. Ib. 
The produce of fine and ſeconds was = „„ 
coarſe - - = was - n 
Total 9 * 
DeduRt (to * 93 buſhels to 40) 53 buſhels 8 
Total produce of 40 buſhels 7 1 © 4.648, or 2020,64816, 


Produce of 1 &c. - 0 © 3 8,516, or 50,51616, 


Exr. 4th, was made on four -buſhels of brown wheat, near average goodneſs, which 


weighed 6116. per buſhel. 
The whole produce in flour was 2044/6. or 204, 25—i. e. 51,0625/b. or 51/6. 10%. per buſhel. 
Therefore, the produce of 40 buſhels would be ) /acks, 1 645. 1. peck, 12,4996. or 2042,499/5. 
And collecting theſe experiments, and finding their average, viz. 
A — 


Flaur from 40 * of Wheat. Flour *. One Buſh. of " Wheat. 
Sacks, B. Pects, 1b. 


Ex?. 1. 7. 1 0 2 or wes 3 which is Sh or 3 8,65 


6 

3. 7 13 4,648 — 20200483 — 350, 516 — 3 3,516 

4 7 1 1 12,499 — 2042,49 — 5,062 — 3 9,062 

Divide by 4) 28 4 2 75¹4⁴ — 8099,47 — 202,478 —14 6,478 
Average 7 1 o 8,786 — 2024,86 — 50,619 — 3 8619 
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In theſe four experiments, * (1ſt AxvERNA COE.) r wT 
Sacks, B. Z* "hy 
The average product of flour; from 46 buſh. of wheat, was ern 9.76 —, or 20244 


3 from 1 buſhꝭ of & c. Was o & 3 9.619 —,— 50% 

And this average, will, be uſed i in the following calculations, as the —_— of the wheat 
{including all the kinds) ſeems to, be rather under average goodness. 

Exp. 5. was made on 40 buſhels of wheat, which weighed 63416. per buſhel; J bat being 

of ſuperior goodneſs, was ndt included in the * It was ground for private 

Wis and the ſeconds and coarſe not Meas 


5. Þ 
The produce in fine flour was an „ % Ain Bw be 
in ſeconds and coarſe was — 4 3 2 13 
Total 7 * 2 3 2 
Add the average. of the preceding | four experiments 7 1 ©. 8.786 
ber nnen 0 er 
Average of the five experiments 18 eee ee 97 22g 0104p rele”? 5 
t 101 $159 aas 2} — — £ popes”, 233} av 
In the five Ron, 1 A * (2d a 3 F ; 
R 15 D F. R 1„»ꝛ- 
The average produce of Spur, from 40 buſhs of wheat, 12 4 -2- I- 10,89 or 2099+ 
from 1 &c. is. 0 © 3 10,422 — 521 nearly. 
But this average will not be uſed i in any calculations, a the quality 2 the Wheat t (inclad- 
ing all the kinds) appeats to exceed average goodneſs. | a 


Amn experiment alſo made on 20 buſhels of wheat by a friend ſeveral years ago, with others 
lately made by al miller, and by myſetf, agree very nearly with the four firſt experiments; ſo 
that, abating the 8,786/6. in the 1 ' Average, we may reaſonably conclude, 

That 40 buſhels of wheat will produce ) ſacks, 1 buſhel—. e. 36 buthels, or 2046/5. of flour; 
therefore I buſhel would . S0 3 pecks, 8,4%. 

But ſuppoſe,. p 
That 40 buſhels of 3 mo * only 7 ſacks i. e 35 buſhels, or 1 g6ob. 4 3 

then 1 buſhel would produce 49/6. or 3 pecks, Ji. exactly 

And to this produce of flour, I believe, no objection can be made. 

It ſhall therefore be uſed, as well as | the rſt average produce, in the following calcu- 
lations. 

That a true average, hoyerer, n may be e a miller, who is unconnected with any 
other branch of the buſi neſs, i is now taking an account of all tlie wheat ground at his mill, 
noting its quality and weight ; and alſo the weight of every kind of flour. produced from it. 
But on a ſudject which intereſis the whole kingdom, experiments ſhould be procured from 
every part, and made on every kind of wheat; but no accounts received from thoſe who are 
intereſted i in the reſult -# wr experiments. 


- 
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be e 3. The mamer in" wich flour is dreffed, or foapzrated into . ferent kinds for 

public uſe ; and the proportion which each of theſe kinds bear to the others. 
The ſtatute mentions white flour, wheaten, and houſehold; and the whole produce of the 
wheat'is now generally ſeparated into three kinds of flour, commonly called tine—ſetonds— 
and coarſe, ' Beſides theſe, there are pollards and brans, which I believe are univerſally 
acknowledged to be a full compenſation for the expence of grinding and carriage to and from 
the mill. But the proportions into which theſe three kinds of flour are ſeparated can be 
known only from the information of millers and others concerned in the trade: for the ſtatute 
gives no directions on this important head; and the meaſmen and bakers, ava ling themſelves 
of this ' omiffion; ſepitate it not agreeably to the intention of the ſtatute - but in ſuch pro- 
portions as are beſt adapted to their profit to the demand they may have for the ſeveral 
kinds r to the quality of the wheat. And that theſe proportions are very different in the 
country, and even in the ſame place, is evident from the two firſt of the preceding experi- 

ments; in the former of which, two ſacks of fine flour were taken from 40 bufhels of wheat 
and in the latter, only one ſack from 60 buſhels ; thounh the flour in both experiments was 
dreſſed for two bakers in the ſame Jown. The difference alſo in the ſcconds and coarſe 
is very conſiderable z but not ſo great as in the fine, as will appear from inſpeCting the expe = 


rinensT...-i nc nc. 
IN rRHE CounTRY, however, reſpectable millers, i in extenſive vans inform me that it is 


uſually ſeparated in the following manner, viz. 
About I ſack of fine from 40 buſhels of wheat, though a much larger proportion is 
ſometimes ſeparated. —See en iſt in the 
* preceding ſection. 
| About 4 ſacks of ſeconds, &c,—but this, and the fine, are not always Pic z eſpe- 
: G2 HO cially when the wheat is of an inferior quality, and 
1 A : 1 the bakers, &c. have not a ſullicient demand. for 
Ne | fine flour.—Sece experiment 3d. 
About 2 facks of coarle Ne. but generally not ſo much when hne and ſeconds are 
not feparated. 

The proportions, therefore, of fine flour ſeconds—and coarſe, are as 1—4 —and 2 Total 7. 
Hence, if 36 buſhels of flour are aun from 40 buſhels of wheat, which is the lower of 


* 
4 * =yY - 


the preceding averages, viz. _ (AVERAGE iſt.) 
Then the fine flour will be one-ſeventh of the whole 36 buſhels, or 5,13 buſhels. 
© ſecond &c. * four-ſevenths &c, 36 Ne. „ 20,05 1 K:. 
coarſe &c. two-ſerenths &c, 36 &. , — 10,28; &c. 


Total 36 buthels 


W 


_ 


In THE Lennon MARKET, the. manner of ſeparating flour appears alſo to be very different; 
but the information I have been able to procure on this head is by no means ſatisfactory. 
Some accounts ſtate that five ſacks (or more) of fine flour, and about two of coarſe, are ſe- 


. from 40 buſhels of wheat, and no ſeconds, 
® Four-ſevenths of 36—iz four times 36 divided by ſeven. : 
A miller 


- 


L 14 7 
A miller, who has been employed for many years near. London, ſays that they uſually make 
14 or 15 ſacks of fine flour (and even a larger quantity has been mentioned) from 100 buſhels 


of wheat z and that the ſeconds and coarſe are not immediately ſeparated z but (after remaining 
for ſome time) a finer and whiter flour is added to them, and then the whole ground a ſecond 


time, —and therefore he could give no account of the quantity of the inferior kind. 
But the following information, which mentions three kinds of flour, ſeems more conformable 
to the London market; and as the proportion of the fine flour in it is leſs than in the preceding 


accounts, and therefore more favourable to the trade, any future calculations ſhall be founded on 


the proportions given in this information. But it muſt be obſerved, that if theſe proportions 


ſhould be erroneous, the error ought to be imputed to the myſtery and concealment of the 


trade, and not to any omiſſion in making due enquiries to aſcertain the truth. 
The proportions are as follows, viz. 2 
About 4 ſacks of fine flour; or 8 half ſacks from 40 buſhels of wheat; 
24 ſacks of ſeconds; — 5 &c. 
Z a ſack of coarſe, — 1 & c. : 


Total 14 half ſacks. 
The proportion therefore of the fine—ſeconds—and coarſe, are as 8—5—and 1 Total 14. 
Hence, if 36 buſhels of flour art made from 40 buſhels of wheat, which is the lower of the 
two preceding averages, viz. ( AVERAGE iſt.) 


Then the fine flour will beeight- . of the whole 36 buſhels, or 20,5714 buſhels; 


the ſecond &c, - five-fourteenths cc. 36 - = 12,8571 &c. 


the coarſe &c, - one-fourteenth &. 36 = = 2, 5714 &c, 


Total 36 buſhels, 


In ibe Aatute of the 31/3 Geo. IT. the manner in which flour ſhould be ſeparated, or the different 
proportion which the ſeveral kinds ſhould bear to each other, to make the ſeveral kinds of 


| bread directed therein, is not once 2 ; and therefore no calculations can be made as 


above, or compariſons formed. 


Sect. 4. To find the quantity of one kind of flour ( fine, ſeconds, &c. ] which is equal in value to 


any given quantity of ancther,—that the value of all the ſeveral kinds may be found in that kind from 


which the wheaten bread in common uſe is made. 

. In Loxpox—the wheaten bread is made, as I am PREY from the fine flour. 

And to find the quantity of fine flour which is equal in value to the whole flour produced 
from 40 buſhels of wheat,—the value of the ſeconds and coarſe muſt be found in fine, eſti- 
mating each of them according to its price; and then all the quantities of fine added together. 

And the price of fine flour—ſeconds—and coarſe, in the London market, on the 6th and 13th 


of February laſt “, were, 435.—40s.—and 295. 6d. per ſack ; and theſe ſums, are as 16—15—and 


11 very nearly, as already mentioned. Therefore the prices, or value of the above kinds of 


| flour are in that proportion to each other ;—conſequently, 


February 1797. 161 


3 2 
1616, of ſeconds will be equal in value to 15/5. of fine ; or any given quantity of ſeconds will be 
to the quantity of fine of the ſame value, as 16 is to 15. Allo, 
1616, of coarſe will be equal in value to 1100. of fine; or any given quantity of coarſe will be to 
the quantity of fine of the ſame value, as 16 is to 11. 

And the fine—ſeconds— and coarſe, (as ſeparated for the London market in the preceding 
page, when 36 buſhels of flour are made from 40 buſhels of wheat) are 20457 14 buſhels, — 
12,8571 buſhels, —and 2,5714 buſhels. | 

Therefore, 12,8571 buſh. of ſeconds will be equal in value to 12,053 5 buſh, of fine v. 

Alſo - - - 2,5714 of coarſe &c . - - 1,7678 buſh. of fine, 

Add, as above. 20, 5714 buſh. of fine, 


Total of fine flour from 40 buſhels of wheat, 4 © » 34,3927 


Buſs. ' oy - 
Hence 40 buſhels of wheat will produce (in kind and in value), 34 1 7,9912 


Therefore 1 buſhel &c. - - - - 0 3 6,1497 which 

is 48,1497/5. of fine flour. 

In THE CounTRY—the wheaten bread is made from the ſecond flour. 

And the quantity of ſecond flour which is equal in value to the whole may be found by 
calculating as in the laſt article f; except that the prices of the ſeveral kinds of flour in the 
Country, areas 16—15—and 13. For when fine flour is ſold for 535. 4d. per ſack, the ſeconds 
are ſold for 50s. and the coarſe for 43s. 4d. 

And the reſult of the calculations would be, 


| Buſh, P. Ib. 
That 40 buſhels of wheat would produce (in kind and value) 34 : © : 9,1448 of ſecond flour, 
Therefore 1 buſhel cee... © : 3 : 6,1786 &, which 


is 48,1786 of ſecond flour, 
lb, 
And comparing the quantity of ſecond flour here produced from the buſhel of wheat, viz. 48, 1786 
with the quantity of fine flour above produced, &c, ® - 2 W ® VIZ. 48,1497 


Difference 0,0289. 


— 


Hence the difference in the quantity of the flour in which the aſſize of bread is ſet in Lon- 

d on and the country will not be half an ounce in the buſhel of wheat, which is leſs than might 
be apprehended. Therefore, the fine flour in London, and the ſeconds in the Country, will 
hereafter be conſidered as the ſame, and both of them will be called wheaten flour, as the bread 
made from them in both places is called wheaten bread, And indeed, the bread of thoſe bakers 


in the Country who ſeparate their flour according to the rr. proportions is as white and 
as fine as the bread in London. 


For theſe numbers are as 16 to 15, 
+ For theſe numbers are as 16 to 11. 


4 See the particular quantities of the flour—viz, fine 5,143 buſh, —feconds 5871 buſh.—and coarſe 10,28; buſh. 
13th, 
289 Sect. 5. 
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Seck. 5. "The quantity 7 wheat which rw wg a fack of wheaten flour, and alſo $2. or rafter 
Keri loaves, * 


It has already been ſhewn, TY WT page 1 5th; that | 3-5 
If 40 buſhels of wheat produce 36 buſhels (or 2016/4.) of flour (inchrding all kinds), then = 


buſhel will produce 1 8 of tine flour, which will now be called e flour. 
N Buſt, Gall. Ot. | n. 
12 1 0 of wheat will hp 280, or one ſack of wheaten Hour e. 
Alſo "1 2 1 of RG .. 652, or 4 peck loaves of wheaten bread f. 


But if 40 buthels of wheat ſhould produce on/y35 buthels of flour (including all * then one 


buſhel will produce 45,809/b.-of wheaten flour k. N . : 


| Biß. Gall. Dts. Pts. 
Hence, 7 $3 o of wheat will produce 28 2, or one ſack of wheaten flour &. 


Alſo 1 0 3 1 of &. ,- $2, or four peck loaves of wheaten bread |. 
And this ſhews the truth of what was advanced in the former, chapter,—that nine gallons 


of wheat would produce flour ſufficient to make four wheaten peck loaves and it might have 
been added more than ſu ufficient, if only thirty-five buſhels of flour, and not thirty-ſix (the average 


produce) had been made from forty buſhels of wheat. 
On this ſuppoſi tion alſo, that only 35 buſhels of flour are made from 40 buſhels of wheat, 


2 ſack of wheaten. flour, even then, would be produced from 5 buſhels, 7 gallons, 3 quarts of 
. heat, for which ſack the ſtatute allows 75 buſhels. — But granting 6 buſhels of wheat to the 
ſack of wheaten flour, the allowance of the ſtatute would be 14 buſhel (or one part in four) 
more than is neceſſary to make it. And this extra allowance of 1+ buſhel, or 12 gallons of 
wheat, is the mealman's compenſation for his capital in purchaſing 6 buſhels, or 48 gallons, 
and riſque on that capital, together with his labour and expences in buying the wheat, ſelling the 
flour, and carriage. And as this appears to be a very large allowance for theſe purpoſes, 
it may be expedient (to enable us to form a proper judgment) to diſtinguiſh it into two parts, 


VIZ, 


One part * the mealman's capital; and riſque on that capital: for both theſe muſt neceſſarily 
be increafed-with the priee of wheat to enable him to continue a regular ſupply to his cuſtomers, 
And this part I will ſuppoſe to yield him ſomewhat more than 4 per cent, on one return, which 
(on 12 returns in the year) will be more than 48 per cent. per annum; which intereſt, I preſume, 

will be judged a ſufficient profit on theſc : two accounts ß. be af nag 8 


And 4 per cent. or an intereſt of . 4 in C. ioo, is one part i in twenty-five, 
Alſo two gallons of wheat in 48 gallons (or fix buſhels, the quantity neceſſary to make a ſack 


of wheaten flour) is one part in 24. Therefore two gallons of wheat will yield 1 more than 
4 per cent, on one return, and conſequently more than 48 per cent. per annum, 


. ien . * Gall, N. Pte 
* For 4$,149 of flour: 1 buſhel of wheat :: 280 of flour: (5,919 or) 7 0 
+ For 48,149 &c, : x buſh. &c. 12208 Sc. : (109907) 3 © S 18 


t For 36 buſh, of flour: 35 buſh. of flour :: 48,149ʃb. of fine a (the quantity produced from 1 þuſh. of 
wheat): 46, 809/b. of fine flour, or wheaten, 


lb. a 13. tb. l ub. Gall. Dee. Pte, » 
S For 46, 809 of flour: 1 ; buſh. of wheat : 280 of flour: (5,9827 __ * ES i 
I For 46, 809 &. : I buſh, &c. 2: $c2a&. : (1,110g or) 1 3 3 The * 


4 


A 


The other part, or remain; ro gallons; Will now be Helly for his Thbour' and expetices in 
manufacturing the buſhels, or 48 pallotis of wheat which labour and expences muſt always 
-bonearly the ſame And 10 gallons in 48 m more than a fifth part of the whear manufactured, 
+ which is furely too great a proportion, or profit, even when. wheat is*the'theopyf#. And if too 

great when it is cheap, it muſt be much too great when it is dear, For the value of theſe 
Ao gallons (or this profit) will always increaſe with the price gf wheat, and be'twice as much 
when it is do per buſhel as when it is 5s, and tbrice as much when it is 1 Kc. j which evi- 
dentiy ſheus the impropriety of paying for certain and fixed expences. and labour by an allow- 
_ : ance of wheat! which is always varying, and when it becomes the delireſt yields tho greateſt 
profit tonddmnedIndth=+ven at the tis that the poor are the moſt diſtreſſed. And if 
he ſhould be paid by E centuge on his eapital,. us tut eplta muſt increaſe with the price of 


: | wheat) the per centage muſt alſo increaſe in the ſue prepertiva, and have preciſely the fame 


_— asif/ he ſhould'bs pail by an allowance of Went. nn, 

But if it ſhould be faidz=<that the mealman is entitled e 6 10 but to 8 per cent For bi 
4 one return, which would be 96 per ceni per unmnνmn, even then four gallons 
of wheat would yield a proũt greater than thatpercentage); and there would ſtill remain eight 


gallons, or one buſhel, for his labour and &xperiecs, which is-one ſteth part of the fix buſhels of 
-wheat manufactured for the ſack of . And Ae, nn for labour and r only 


* great a profit. ats 367 07 © n anche FN u enen; 
But whether thoſe who formed TR late N allowance by — 
method, or by any other, is not material to be known. It is ſufficient, that by diſtinguiſhing 


Yuck à part of it, from the teſt as may be a ſufficient compenſation for intereſt and tiſque we 


may form a proper e . of unn n of the remainder, but 
af the whole. + 0.51% ww i» 64 wow 
The compenfition, however, which is * * expences only, mult; I 5 a be very 
ſmall, when compared with that for the other purpoſes, And if this ſhould be the caſe, the 
Profits of the mealman might be regulated like the proſits of other trades in which there are no 
expences, or ſuch only as are inconſiderable, vir. by adding à ſuffitient, but fined per centage * 
upon the prime oft of the wheat for capital, riſque, labour, and expences. VP SITS. Ao 
Or if this mode (in conſequence: of theſe: expences) ſhould increaſe the ries euer uss 
much as wheat increaſes in price, the per ceniage might be decreaſed in ſuch proportion as the 
wiſdom of the Legiſlature ſhould determine. And the price of the ſack of wheaten flour 
would then be Fo PE PLE, be hes ge Nm. 
that price 4. 25 


* A A 3 * n the public; than an extra 
allowance of wheat ; and therefore ſeems to be the better mode of paying him. 
| + If it ſhould be aſked, —Will the mealmen ſubmit to have their profits reſtrained and fixed by law ? To this is may 
de ſufficient, for the preſent at leaſt, to reply that the bakers ſubmit :—that they yielded a ready and conſtant ſubmiſſion 
from the earlieſt of times; ſo early, at leaſt, as the reign of Henry the Third ; and that the manufacturing of flour, 
as well as of bread, was ſolely in their hands until the beginning of this century, or perhaps later, when the diſcerning and 
—————— ——————C CC 


Sed. 6. 


1 


6 To fl as fs bf bread 1e l eee 
It has been ſhæun, that fix buſhels. of wheat will produce more than ae . 
ied that the ſack of Sour will make more than twenty peck. loaves, vis, twenty-one, or twenty- 
one and un half. But alowing lin buſhels to ms ated the ſack tot make wy _ 
peck loaves ; then "8% | 3 

12 x6 To: the' price of fie buſbela of wheat r wow 

twenty peck loaves, and this ſum. divided by twen!ly will give the price of the peck hof. loft 

This aſſiae, however, will apply only to thoſe places where bakers buy wheat and manu 
facture it, which praftice ſhould: be encouraged, and might be. general where there is the con- 
venience of markets and milla and it alſo ſuppoſes (hat 3 W that 
the pollarts aud brans are 8 ſulliglqws compen{arion for grinding, „och on 

But where: mn men (who may non be neceſſary in cities and — 3gs e bakers. 
with flue, a proper and ſufficient compenſation muſt be made for their capital, riſque,. labour, 
aud expences, which will neceffarily increaſe the price of bread in thoſe places. And 
this compenſation ſhould. be liberal; that the mealman may have no pretence to inoteaſe 
it by an undue ſeparation: of flour, or other improper means. It ſhould alſo be fixed, and at a 
certain nate per cent. on the price of vhrat : for that would more clearly diſtinguiſſi the meal- 
man's profit, and be better underſtood by the public, than an allowance of wheat. And uen 
fixed, ſhould be guarded by a ffrict execution of the laws. As to the amount of this compenſation, 
or per e am no eee nn the Pinion of ant who was well infermed on'this 
e. Peunall es e the. bill PRIN Rancard widen 3 ſoon after (in 
x73) publibed a pamphlet on the aſſiae of bread, &c. thinks, © That 21 per cent. on ane 
« return is a fair and juſt profit ; and as the mealman makes ſ or eight returns in the * would 
* produce hin: an intereft of 15 or 20 per Cent. per annum on hit capital,” | 

The credit, however, now given to mealmen (according to the Meret of ſeveral bakets) is 
one month, hut never more thun ſis aveeks, which would make twelve returns in the year, but not 
leſs than eight. But for example's ſake, Iwill ſuppoſe that the mealman ir allowed five per cent. 
en one return, which is ſixty per cent. per. annum on-taebve returns Aro on N (or on 
any other) the price of the ſack of flour is inſtantly. calculated. 
| To the price of ix buſbels eb eee per ren on that pic and th ſum a beth 
rice of: the fack four. 


to their inſcrior brethren che toil und drbdgcty of making and retailing bread Upon what ground then will mealmen 
plead an exemption from the law ?—Will it be ſaid, becauſe they execute a part only of the original trade, 

they” axe; therefore not ſubjeR to the laws which regulate the whole :—or that they will not ſubmit to ſuch laws 
as the Legiſlature may ſee expedient to enaQt.— But to ſuppoſe objections—is to encourage oppoſition, It 
may therefore be ſufficient to add. that the profits of mealmen are now ſo well underſtood, that farmers and tradeſmen, 
as well as others who are poſſeſſed of a: capital, though they have no mills, are daily becoming mealmen ; and alfo, 
that it is now generally underſtood, that the dearer wheat is bought in the market, the greater is the mealman's Profit. 
Buthis has been long known to che trade, and operated, I fear; not only during the late dearneſs' of grain; but before - 
that tine, as· one cauſe, and perhaps not che Ieaſt, in raiſing the price of wheat, For to batter with the farmer, corn- 


e | | 
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[ 1 
el or an Aſſae of brad. ig now * 
l price of the ſachof four add the allowance to the baker for the | e -er, 
and that ſum divided by 20 will give the price of the peck loaf.” 
An aſſize of-wheaten-bread being thus ſettled, the price of brad & adupetiav or an inferior 
kind may be readily calculated. For if the bread is fuperior or inferior iu quality, by one 


Fourth, &c. its price muſt alſo be one fourth, Wc. greater or leſs, 


This method of ſetting an aflize both from wheat and flour makes no EE either in 
the weight of the ſack of flour, or in the peck. loaf ; and it is extremely ſimple when the ſack 
of flour is produced from ſix buſhels of wheat, or from any other quantity which does not 
involve a. fraction. But if the quantity of wheat neceſſary for à ſack of flour ſhould 
involve a fraction, then the following method would be moſt ſimple, and it * alſo moſt 
natural. 
| Let the quantity of wheaten flour produced from the buyftel of wheat be called the 70 of flour, 
which ſeems to be its 3 and let the four lover of equal fie N W 


£ 
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. the quantity of * — — produced from froe buſhels of wheat (which is called. a ſack of 
wheat in moſt places) be the far of flown; uu ge haves be made, . dad price 
of which wwbuld be eafily calculated. + 

The compenſation to the mealman — the fark of flour hould now be a 
certain and fixed per centage upon the price of the fack of wheat : and the allowance to the 
baker ſhould alſo be reduced in proportion t ti reduced weight of ths peck haf. By this 
method, flour and wheat would be naturally connected; the buſhel, or ſack of the former being 
che produce of the buſhel, or ſack of the latter. © But aceoraltiy to the preſent aſſize, there is 
no diſtinguiſhable connection between wheat and Bread, or between wheat and flour: for it 
is not Publicly known what quantity of wheat will make four Wheaten peck loaves; or from 
what quantity the preſent buſhel, or ſack of flour is produced, © And theſe things not being 
known to the Legiſlature, it was impoſſible that the price of bread, which depends on the 
quantity of flour produced from wheat; ſhould be fixed with knowledge, of ptecifion; 
To the trade they were undoubtedly known; and How much they have profited by their 
excluſrve knowledge will appear under the following head, 

Sect. 7. The profits of the mealman. 

To calculate the profits of perſons in trade, though it has been done before in 
this inſtance, is very unpleaſant, eſpecially to a perſon of a different profeſſion, and more parti - 
cularly as the calculation muſt, in ſome degree, depend not only on the average produce of 
flour from wheat, but alſo on the different manner of drefling it (or the proportion which the 
ſeveral kinds bear to each other), concerning which information can be gained only from the 
tende. „ 

Under the ſtatute, indeed, theſe profits want no calculation; for it has already been ſhewn, 
that the mealman has one buſhel and an half for „ ſix buſhels— which is one 


fourth part, or 25 per cent. upon every return. ' 
D 2 In 


0 3 


In Lonpon, the average Sies bee wheit, as returned to the Lord Mayor about the 
end of October laſt een 4, 1 * 02-5750 es dee * Wis Who?” 
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wh 0 Pilz. of wheat, von 14 ger quarter 3 — buſhels coſt 38 
g 8 Do . — 
21 . the difference, which | is the profit (including expences) on fi Sk aha * 
1 . buſbels of wheat when ſold in flour, is ee, TS 
Hence the mealman, in laying out 38-( (the price of fix babe of tick gains 1 gms 


„L 
re on one return would be 10 y l 209 
| On eight retirts,' s 3232 
| on twelve returns, - & SES » * - = * 348 


in Tux Covnray, about the ſame time, Sako we dike buy Tg - 
9 n 1. Ws 3) QU 40:28 £236 634905454 25 4. 
r be e 
©.» the buſhel of wheat = - = vas 76 therefore\fix buſhels colt . ol 
che difference, ae the ets: been expence) on vaſt of | , Cn, 
wheat when ſold in flour, is - FTIR « 

Hence nun, in laying out 45% (de price of ix buſts of wheat) gin ig 

fir nf: 2 | ' : We Ji 153 ry 

7 Therefre his gain per cn. on one return js . — . | =: "= -, 14 &c. 
FELT” 945 n * on eigbt returns 3 Vi t/ 417 nan 20 ol 5 Na 8 > | 88, &c. 
3 on twelve returns | r „ e 25 Kc. 


But to what profits the. mealman i is juſtly entitled for hits capital, riſque, 8 and expences, 
either; in London or in the Country, or whether the Preceding are bis actual profits, muſt be ſub- 
mitted to thoſe ho are better able to judge. The calculations, however, are founded u pon 
experiments carefully made, and on the beſt information which could be procured ; ; and the 
object of this enquiry could be no other than the good of the poor and the public, without 
| viſhing to abridge ibaa and reaſonable 11 0 of * ens. eee 
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CHAPTER: MI. 

An Eearinathnef the City Bill now before amen, b. vir. 1 7 the Quantity of 
Il beat allowed in it, and in the Statute of g1ft G0. II. for making Twenty 
| Peck Loaves, or a Sack of . Flour ; with Remarks on paying the Mealman 
or manufaFluring Wheat by an extra Allowance.—2d, Prices of Whealen. 


Bread in the. Bill and the Statute—3d, Price of Wheaten Bread different 
_ when ſet from Wheat and Hour. —41b, 2 of Houſehold Bread. * 
re of the Meatman, W. 


Sed. I, Tu. ts — allowed i the Bil, and in d. Sus fr making Twenty - 
| Peck Loaves, Qc. 
The aſſize table in the ſtatute of the 31ſt Geo. II. was aten (as has been already ſhñewn) 
upon a regular and fixed principle, viz. an allowance of 5 buſhels of wheat to 20 peck loaves 
(which alſo were to * from the ſack of flour), and not of eight buſkals, as is generally Y 
poſed, 1 2a 

"pI in the table n now 5 confideration, no regular principle is to be expected. For at the 

| foot · of the page we read, „This table is calculated on the principle of endeavouring to 
10 eſtabliſh, and to ſhew at one view, ſome proportion Auen wheat.and flour, other than that of | 
&« making the ſack of the latter equivalent to the quarter of the former; This is done by varying the 

« price of flour compared with that of wheat n from 25, to 6s, per 8 below the 0 | 
40 price of the quarter of wheat. | * > Delos | 
& The firſt 4articles make 27. n 


The next 5 — 37. 2 et ws; „ 
1 — difference between the ſack of flour and quarter of wheat.“ 


F 
cc — 12 — 5s 


1 . 3 | 

From hence it appears, that a quarter of wheat (the quantity. /uppo/ed to be allowed in the 
former table) was judged to be too great an allowance to the mealman for producing a ſack of 
Hour, and making him compenſation for his capital, riſque, labour, and expences z and therefore, 


* The explanation bers mentioned was printed at the foot of the table ** of the Houfe of 
Commons, but has been omitted in the table in the bill; which table, for the n of explanation, may hereafter appear 


more myſterious than that in the ſtatute of Geo. II. - 


— — 


* 


* 
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nnn price of the ſack erben W price 


of the quarter of wheat, 


vir. 26 lower in the firſt 4 lines of the table, or - oft claſs, (See table Iv.) 
3% —— nexts „ 2d ditto. 


ee — 3 
| 81. 5 — 4th ditto, 
Gt. laſt g — "<< cnt a 


N s! is called, as Lam told, the regulating medium ofthe aal. 
I will now examine its effects. 
And upon examining the table, it will appear that theſe deduftions are equal to the price of 
half. a-buſhel of wheat in four inſtances, 
VIZ. in the 1ſt claſs, when wheat is 45. a buſhel; for the deduction is 27. or I a bufhel. 
Ain the 3d &c. — 86. — 1 &. — 4. e. 
in the 4th &c. — 10. — &. | $6 Git, .' 
in the 5th &c. — 121. — ; &c, — Ge. &. 
And therefore, in theſe inſtances, 7 buſbels of wheat is allowed i in this table for the ſack 7 Joon 


ar 20 peck leave, ar well ar in the table of the 2 % Ge. Ry, 


Alſo, in the 3d claſs, when wheat Dr us 87. a buſt. 
ney in the Ach Ke. — 10. &c. | 
22 in the gth &. — — 127, K. | 
Witworgpitine deductions of 45. 55. and 67. are leſs than the prices of 1 RNS SPIN 
and therefore, in theſe inſtances (vis. 12.), more than 74 buſhels are allowed for the ſack of flour. 
But in the remaining parts of che table, the different deductions of 27. 30 Kc. in the ſeveral 
daſſes, exceed the price of 5 a buſhel of wheat; and therefore in theſe inſtances (vis. 29), 
not ſo much as 74 buſhels of wheat are allowed for the ſack of flour 3 and'thas by theſe progreſſive 
AdeduFtions of 27. 31, &c. (called the regulating medium) the regular albwance 7 buſhels in the 
former table ir defiroyed ; and in this there is no regularity ; but the allywance it. ſometimes mare, 
ſometimes leſe never the ſame in any two adjoining lines: in four inflances it is equal to 72 
buſhels ;—and it is even greater when wheat is dear, than when it is cheap, as will appear from 
table IV; or perhaps more evidently from the following table, which gives the average amount 
of this allowance in every claſs, for it would be endleſs to examine every he, ** 
Buſs. Gall. Ste. Pte. 
vi. In the 1ſt claſs, 5 : 3 : 3 : O of wheat is allowed to the ſack of flour. 
In the ad claſs, 7: 3: 0: O &c. 
In the 3d claſs, 7: 3: 2: 0 &c. 
4 In che 4th claſs, : 4: 0: 0 &c. : 
+» "Inthegthelaſ, 7: 4:0: 1 &c. 
* re e and at this price, 25. 4 gal. 1 gt. of wheat. 


hy #4 | | Buſs, Gall. Nt. 
| Therefore from — — — — — — — — — : 0 : 0 
Daeduct the value of a. in Wheat... — — „. 0: 4 1 

. a | - nf F | — . 
The difference is the quantity of wheat allowed to the ſack of flour, = OE ad, Bo 


— — 


Hence, 
” 


— ug J 


Reh k 16 evident, that in the 2d claſs, when the price of wheat is increaſed, this allowance 
is properly diminiſhed, viz. three gallons. But as the greateſt price in this and the preceding 
daſs is" only 57. 2d. it is needleſs to attend to them. And in the next claſs, and in every 
ſucceeding one, the allowance is increaſed, being 7+ buſhels in the 4th, and even more in the laſt. 
The average * alſo of the three aſt claſſes wants only one pint of 74. buſhels (or one part in four 
hundred and eighty), which is a difference too ſmall to deſerve notice: and therefore the 
allowance in the bill and the ſtatute may be conſidered as the ſame , and all the arguments uſed 
againſt the greatneſs of this allowance in the preceding Chapter are-applicable in the preſent 
inſtance. —This ſubject, however, muſt not be diſmiſſed with a referente only to former argu-—- 
ments, but the reader's attention is requeſted to the following illuſtration, which to ſome 
perhaps, may be more clear and convincing than what has been already ſtated... 

The mealman, for inſtance, when wheat is at a medium price (ſay 6s. per buſhet) employs | 
( Hooo capital in the regular ſupply of his cuſtomers; and he is allowed 4+ buſhel (or 12 
gallons) or wheat for manufacturing the ſack of flour. And ſuppoſe, that even four gallons of 
this allowance is for intereſt and riſque upon his capital (which would be more than g 
per cent. per annum), then the other eight gallons, or one buſhel, would be for labour and 
expences only, If wheat then ſhould become double the medium price; or 125. per buſhel, 
the mealman's capital and riſque muſt be doubled, and the value of the four gallons allowed 
on theſe accounts will alſo be doubled. But his labour and expences will not be increaſed, and 
yet the value of the eight gallons allowed for them will be doubled. He is therefore paid twice 
as much for labour and expences when wheat is 127. per buſhel as when' it is 65, and three 
times as much when it is 187. &c. And in every inſtance he is paid the price of a buſhel. 
of wheat for his labour and expences in manufacturing the ſack of flour,—even zos. when 
wheat is ſold at that price per buſhel. And this too 2 of more than 96 per cent. per 
annum for his capital and riſque, 

The reſpectable body of men who inttwdured this bill did not, I apprehend; view the 
ſubject in this light, or they would. not have paid the mealman for his labour and expences in 
manufacturing flour by an allowance of wheat; the value of which allowance muſt always 
be too great when wheat exceeds the medium Þ price, * 3 ſtill greater as wheat 


becomes dearer. 
The eee 1 pt. which, divided by three, gives 7 ban. 3 gal. 3 . 


I pt. the average. 
+ This calculation is made on the ſuppoſition, that 35 buſhels of flour only is produced from 40 buſhels of wheat,” 


But according to the lever of the two averages, vis. the 1ſt (in which the wheat was under average goodneſs), the 
produce was 36 buſhels of flour. And according to this produce, which is indeed the proper one for calculation; - 


Buſs. Gall. Pts. Pt. 
It appears, ſe. 5th, page 16th, that 5 7 1 © nn of wheaten flour. 
Add I part of the above, viz — $- 23 8 0 
And the ſum— 7 $ o e e ene ne Genn 
But the average allowance of the bill is) 3 3 1 which is ꝗts. 1 pt. ſtill more. Therefore the extra allowance 
in the bill exceeds the allowance neceſſary to make the ſack of flour by more than 4 part. 
For the quantum of this allowance muſt have been fixed from the value of wheat at a medium price. 
1 | The 


a3 


eee of Mancheſter, Norwich, Rc. I he Ghoul: delxer to his workmap raw 
terials, Which often become very dear, and ſhould. agree; to give him the materials of 
ont yard for manufacturing ten yards, when the materials were at a medium price would.at 
the ſame time agree to give him the materials of only rn neee hen 
the materials ſhotld becom double that price. e 
4 Ges 2. The price ubaaten bredd in this table Ny 414, inflances lower. thay in the 
1 Ratile + in ſomeʒ the feduſtion is the fraction of a penny in a peck loaf, unworthy of notice : 
and in the remainder; it/is not cunſiderable (never exceeding one penny), as may be eaſily 
— by comparing the àd and 3d columns in the th table; which table includes all the 
- 4iſtanees in Wbich the price of wheat correſponds in the table in the bill and the ſtatute. 
And even theſe ſmall reductions in the price, when they do not exceed two farthings in the 
peck loaf; afe-made by diminiſhing the allowance to the baker, which in the bill is 117 8d. in 
. the ſack of flour, or 20 peck loaves ; but 12. 6d, * in the ſtatute; difference 10d. 0 
Sec, 3. The price of wheaten bread, if ſet from the price of wheat (as directed at the head 
. of my 39 _—_ Wy e _ Wer re 8 res 


Hour: 10 | "+? e 
bene in the 20 u ele IV. n e I | 

rom the price of the quarter of wheat PPP 29 
Deduct the difference between the price of the fack of flour and'q quarter r wheat, as di. Sy 
eee hs Foot of. the ble, vin. — * 725 2 — 4 
14 "i Tel ; ? : : - N 27 171 ne Au Y 60 
Aa ning wing er qr nel i 20 column, — 1 
Total is the price of. 20 peck loaves, . IE TY | . 74 


u er of al pore Mak arg he. x hein ue þ 37. 4. | 
The price of the peck: loaf will alſo differ from both the above if it is calculated 3 the 
preciſe quantity of wheat allowed in the table for 20 e, and the allowanee. of 15, gd. 
er buſhel to the baker, as directed in the 3d column. 

For in the above inſtance, wheat is 647. per quarter, or 87. per buſhel ; => therefore the 
deduction of 47. is e to half. a-buſhel 4 12772 conſequentiy the allowance for the 20 
peck loaves is 74 buſhels. * wo p 

rig! fc 


To the price of 7⁴ buſhels of wheat | * d ee — 07 4 — 60 o 
Add the. alowance 10 the baker on 72 1 buſhels, at 12802 per bone, n 0 13 14 
Total is che price of 20 peck Ioaves, 73 15 


Hence the price ” one peck loaf is 35. 73d. z its price, as calculated above, i is 37 $44. and 
in the table it. is 35. Jd. And this is the natural effect of not allowing a certain and fxed 
quantity of wheat for the ſack of flour, and one fixed allowance for making the twenty peck 

loaves, — And indeed it is obvious, that no afſize of bread can be ſet with knowledge and 


» 


2 ne- four peck loaves, when wheat 1s 3. per buſhel or abore.. See p. 5 Ba 


regularity 


E 


regularity until the quantity of wheat which will produce a ſack of wheaten flour (quantity and 
quality included) ſhall be firſt aſcertained, But enough may have been ſaid on this ſubject. 

Sect. 4. The price of houſehold bread bears no given or fixed proportion to the wheaten. 

For the price of the houſchold bread is directed to be always 6d. lower in the peck loaf 
than the wheaten,—whether the price of the latter ſhould be 27. 3s. 47. &c, &c. Their 
reſpective prices may be ſeen in table IV, which is copied from the table in the bill; or 
perhaps more clearly from the following, which contains all the inſtances in which a compariſon 


can be eaſily made viz. the price of the houſehold bread 


& K &% 6 
In the 3d line is ; leſs than the wheaten ; for their prices are 1 6 and 2 o 
In the gth line = + &, - - - ; for &, - 2 © 2 6 
In the 15th line — 3 &. ; for &. 2 6 — 3 0 
In the 21ſt line — 3 K. for &. 3 © — 3 6 
In the 27th line — 1K c. , for &&. 3 6 — 4 © 
In the 33d line — &. for &, - - 4 00 — 4 6 
In the zoth line — % &, - - - - - for &&. 4 6 — 5 © 
In the 45th line K&M - - - - for &. 55 0 — 5 6 


And if the table had extended to the price at which wheat has lately been ſold, the difference 
between the price of the two kinds of bread would probably not have exceeded one eighteenth 
or one twentieth part; and therefore the houſehold peck loaf would then have been nearly equal 
in price 0 the wheaten. The quality of the houſehold bread, however, cannot approach in 
like manner to the quality of the wheaten, but muſt always be in a certain proportion 
inferior to it, as it is now under the ſtatute, which directs that it ſhall always be ſold one- 
fourth lower than the wheaten, And this alſo is the proportion between the two in the firſt 
line of the table above ; though in the laſt line the houſehold bread, inſtead of being one fourth 
part lower than the wheaten, is lower by one part only in eleven, though its nouriſhment muſt be 
inferior in a much greater degree, 

When bread therefore is dear, the houſehold, which ſhould at that time in particular be a 
relief to the poor, is in effect prohibited. And what is no leſs ſurpriſing, the mealman is then 
allowed a greater quantity of wheat to the ſack of flour (viz more than 74 buſhels), which 
cauſes an additional increaſe in the price of the wheaten bread, 

The price alſo of the houſehold peck loaf, both in the bill and the ſtatute, will appear at one 
view in the 4th and gth columns of table V—in the 1ſt line of which they are equal ui 
when wheat is 45. per buſhel (a price at which it may never hereafter be ſold); but in the laſt 
line, when wheat is 13s. per buſhel, the peck loaf in the bill is 10d, dearer than in the ſtatute, 
And for this difference no reaſon, I apprehend, can be affigned, 

Set. 5. The profits of the mealman according to the table in the bill. 

The bill directs that the price of the ſack of flour ſhall be always lower than the price of the 
quarter of wheat according to a regulation ſpecified at the foot of the table. And according 


Vis. that the ſack of flour ſhall be ſold 2s. lower than the quarter of wheat in the 1ſt claſs; 37. lower 
in the ad, &c. ; which authorizes the mealman to ſell at theſe ſtated prices, though he ſhould be ſenſible that his proſit 
would be ample if he ſhould ſell at lower prices; but there is no clauſe in the bill to reſtt ain him from ſelling at higher. 


The latter appears to be an omiſſion, and the forme 4s a 
to 


= Wu © 
to this regulation, it has been ſhewn (p. 23, note f.); that the average allowance far the ſack 
of flour in the three laſt claſſes in the table (and the preceding do not require attention) is 
one-fourth part more than -is neceſſary to produceit, And an allowance (or profit) of 
one part in four is evidently an intereſt of 25 per cent. on one return; and therefore (if the 
mealman ſhould make t᷑welve returns in the year) it would be £.300 per cent. per annum. 
But the following table, which contains the price of wheat and flour in the firſt, and every 


fourth following line of the table in the bill, will ſhew the mcalman's profits in theſe inſtances. 


* X F * 
PRICE OF PROFiT ._ _ PROFIT. PER CENT. ON 
| Wheat per Buſh.|Flour per fuk 5 - Per Sack N 1 Return, | 8 Returns. LS 12 Returns. 
FD 2 e e e e e ee e 
1 44 | 25 o | 20 3 4 o'| 23456 | 187,648 | 281,472 
214 4 zu 8 JT 2600] 57 87] 225760 eee eee 
0 © 2 38 4 31-0 7 4 [ 23,65 | 189,20 283,80 
6 44 . $43} - $444. 179,52. [ 269,28 
15 1151 8 41 9 9 11 [23,75 199,— 285,.— 
i. 46 9 It 7 | 24.77 198,16 297,24 
Ts 9 0 52 6 0 25,71 205,68 308,52 
ds 7 718 [57 6 | 14 2 | 2463 | 197,04 295,50 
10 5 78 4 62 6 1 15 10 | 25,33 202,64 303,96 
| (in 44 —.. 7.00 2 16 9 | 24454 196,32 294,48 
4 23 91 8 Af © oo. 1 25714 201,12 301,68 
1173 04 98 4 | 78 3 21 4 25,509 | 204,552 306,828 


From the above table it is evident, that the mealman's profit per cert. (and therefore his 
allowance + of wheat for the ſack of flour) perpetually decreaſe and increaſe; — that they are not 
the ſame in any teus lines, — but are greater when wheat is dear than when it is cheap. And 
therefore the mealman is the mo/? + enriched when the poor are the moſt dilireſſed. 

But ſuppoſing that a ſack of flour would not be produced from fix buſhels of wheat, but 
would require 61 (which is contrary to the experiments produced, and many more which might 
have been added), even on this ſuppoſition, the extra allowance, or profit, would be diminiſhed 
only one-third on the average, and conſequently the array S profit x would be two-thirds of 
the above. | 

"And whether theſe profits in an article, which has been Noseny called the ſtaff of life (for it” 
is the chief ſupport of the labourer and the poor, and a neceſſary article of food to every man), 
are conſiſtent with national policy, is ſubmitted to the judgment of the public. And if a 


1333 


„ . 9d. the gain per ſack : 257. the price per ſack :; C. 100 : C. 23,456. 
+, For his profits ariſe from the exceſs of this allowance above fix buſhels of wheat, which quantity jet Grd 
flour. 1 x a 
This perhaps will appear more clearly from the following ftatement : - 
His average allowance of wheat above what | is — to nn. » ſack of flour is "7 buſel ; and therefore 


be bas 
1 C,. 64. eee ee eee 
. n profit of — op — — — — panes 


reoulati 


[&] 


yegulation herein ſhould be judged expedient, the public will receive a benefit not yet mentioned, 
—a very conſiderable reduction in the expence of ſupplying the Fills and navy with this 
neceſſary article of life. | | 

| Theaflize of bread alſo begins with wheat at 35. 44d. per buſhel, which is much lower than 
it has been ſold for many years, or will probably hereafter be ſold; and it ends at 135. 04d. 
per buſhel, though it has, not long ago, greatly exceeded that price. And thus a rule 
is given to the magiſtrate to direct him where it is leaſt neceſſary, and which will probably 
never be wanted; but he is left without rule or defence when he may be aſſailed, on the one 


band, by the clamours of a diſtreſſed poor, and on the other, by the n eee of a 


diflatisfied trade. 


— 
Ct 


zz; 


IC 


* 1 W 
„ r cIwvireoier rid ma. re rs 


* 52 
— — — 


4 29 


TABLE 1. 


iſt Column. ad Column gd Column. 4th Column. | 5th Column. 1 | 7th Column. 
i I ice of a 5 of 4 P ifference between ifference in the per” 
"RA —＋ b to "= — = prone in the A 3 X 3d -_- $th 2 — _— — 
Wheat. Baker, | Allowance. | Table. to Aſſize Table. rent ad Profit | creaſe 1 
4. 4. d. 4. Fig 1. bs 4. d. 3 
5 1 6 6 6 2 6 lo © S 
I, 1 6 76 2 10 1 3 10 
7 1 6 8 6 8 8 4 6 
8 i 6 9 6 2 74 14 5 4 11 
9 1 6 10 6 ” 16 © 5 te, 
10 1 6 6 x © 6 o | 
11 10 12 6 1 9 19 0 6 6 
12 e 20 8 1 
13 $M GS 2 1 123 8 
—— ... — — — 
TABLE II. 
rt Column, | 24 Column. | 34 Column. | 4th Colugs, | 
* Price af} ubeloloygrnc e 
Baker's of Wheat and Wheatand43| the ift and 3 
| 2d Profit ce, preceding Col. Column, 
7. d. 1. d. . d. 5 
83 6 6 3 3 3 | | 
3 10 Tf 3 9 I 
4 6 8 6 4.3 3 
4 11 9 6 4 9 4 
5 6 10 6 $4 3 
6 © 87 9 3 
6 12. 6 6 3 | 3 
7 2 13 6 6 $4; 'f 5 | 
7_6 14 6 14 . 
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TABLE III. 


iſt Column. 5 Column. 3d Column. | 4th Column A 
rh al 1 a ifference betwe 
Buſhel of Wheat, 1 Buſhel of Wheat|q Peck Loaves, as] the 2d and 3 
| and Allowance. land 14 Allowance. ſin the Aſſize Table. Cols. or Baker's| 
| | additional Proſit. : 
— — — — — — — — —— 
. 8 
2 9 „ EEE 
4 6 4 7 I 
r 104 3 vw 
. . S. 1 
4 © g O HE 1 
9 4 ; | 6 45 | 6 6 ; 45 
4. 4 | 6 8 6 10 nf 
| 4 & J #8 7 a F 
WEE © 8 8 2 | 5 
| 5 3 Z LOZ | O 14 75 
5 1 3 8. A. | I a5 
1 8 74 8. 10 24 N 
4 1 8 9 © & 2; 2 ; 1 
4 6 8 9 44 97 24 >| + ey 
| 6 9 9 1 10 0 3 by . 
6 9 10 14 10 4 24 
7 188 © 10 8 2 
7 5 10 101 33 14 
. 1 1 
/ 9 14 6 17 9 14 
8 9 2 2 
8 3 12 4+ 8 31 
8 3 13 0 3 
9 © 13 6 13 2 
111 
7” | ION BR | =p» 
10 8 | * 
| 10 4 54 5 | i 1 1 
10 9 1 1 I 2. 
8 16 6 16 $ . * 
11 3 » 16 1 I 1 21 N 
& 7 3 2» * 
e 
12 3 18 14 | 18 8 | 3 
E WW -9 1: 0 1 
I 9 19 14 19 4 21 il 
I © 19 6 | 19 10 4 
a 10 1h | 20 4 SK 
7 : — 3 20 8 85 
o ne ao 
14 0 „ e 5 
14 3 21 4+ 21 8 31 
14 A, | 22 05 8 | 


2 


8 J 


TABLE lx. 


"ERICE and ASSIZE of BREAD from the PRICE of WHEAT, and from che 
PRICE of FLOUR, copied from the CITY TABLE. | 


THE PRICE TABLE. 
When the average Price of WuzAr $22 * 2 of Barr. 
5 Add Orinding, 80 ; 
Baking, &c. Is returned] Add Baking, Price of Peck I oaf, 
Is returned from the Market at 14s. per Quar- ſrom the Is. 8d. To weigh 1716, 60. 
Rx} ter, being 17. 94 Market at ber Sack. | | 
A per buſhel. . | 
; Ca OUR 8 8 = WP." es hay and 8 | ba 4 a 
er akin 'akin en ouſehol 
Oo Buſhel 13 by — ap 
| $, d. 95 d. Ho d. N J. d. 4. d. J. 4. I d. ; 
| 27 © 3-. 4& 3 25 0 36 8 1 10 1 $5] 
1428 8 1 5 4 26 8 38 4 1 11 I 5 | 
| 39 4 3 9 5 : 28 4 40 © 2 0 N 
32 0 1 8 3 8 30 0 41 8 * ix 129 
34 8 4 4 2 31 8 43 4 a2 2 0 
30 4 4 646 81 33 4 45 © 2 3 1 
2338 © 4 9 6 35 © 46 8 2 4 1 10 
39 8 4 113 | 6 8 6 8 48 4 2 5 111 
ö 41 4 $4 6 11 38 4 50 © 2 4 
— — — - — — 1 
[44 © 1 ©. 40 © 51 8 2 7 Sv 
45 8 5 88 7 81 | 41 8 - $3 4 2 8 2 2 
47 4 2 11 7 43 4 Jp 2 9 2 3 
49 © 14 / 101 45 © 56 8 2 10 8 
50 8 6 4 I 46 8 58 4 2 11 2 3 
| 52 4 6 64 8 85 48 4 0 3 0 2 
54 © 6 9 8 50 © 61 8 „ 4-4 7 
3455 78 6 114 8 84 51 8 63 4 9 :K 2 | 
|. 157 4 1 8 11 53 4 65 © „ 
22d ER 7 55 0 66 8 3 4 2 10 
#3, „ 50 8 68 4 3 5 2 11 
62 4 7 924 9 64} 58 4 70 © 3 3 
55 0 O 9 9 60 © 71 8 3 4 3 .1 
65 8 8 24 9 114 61 8 13 4 3 J 2 
167 4 8 6 10 2 63 4 75 8 0 4 1 
| 70 © 879 10 6 65 O 76 8 3 10 3 4 
71 8 | 8 114 10 8 66 8 8 4 3 11 3 5 
73 4 9 10 11 68 4 oO © K 0 3 
75 0 9 In 14 70 © 81 8 4 1 3 / 
76 8 9 & 0 71 8 „ 4 2 3 
4479 4 9-9] 3x 6t]| 73 4 |. 85. © 4 3 3 9 
O © 10 0 9 75 0 86 8 4 4 3 10 
81 8 19  .a26-| -41;:-44a4 76 8 88 4 . 4 $ 3 11 
83 4 10 "3 1 2 78 4 go o 4 4 o 
3 2 Q N 32.44 80 © 91 8 4 / 4 1 
8 8 | 10 10 42 7 81 8 93 4 4 1 
„ e e e e s 4g | 43 


# 


- 


EY 
TABLE IV. continued. 


1 THE PRICE TABLE. K 
4 When the average Price of Wurar ; W.. 2 — Peiep of Bu xa. 
| — © 0 —— — i - | — —— — — — — 
| | aa Grinding, fo 
| —— Baking, &c. Is returned | Add Baking, Price of Peck Loaf, . 
Is returned from the Market at | 14s. fer Quar- from the 113. 8d. To weigh 1716, Ges. 
4 | ter, being 15.94 J Market at | fer Sack. 
| 1 per Buſhel. 
1 | Total Price and 1 otal Price an 5 | 
Per Quarter.] Per Euſhel. „. per Per Sack. Baking per Wheaten, Houſehold, 
- | | Buſhel. Sack. 8 
: —————— — —— — — — oO — — — 1 — — 
'"g.' d. 8. 4. d. a; Es 4 . 6. . . 
ſ 91 © bf. 44] 13 If 85 © 06 8 4 10 1 
92 8 8 834 80 8 98 4 4 11 3 
94 4 11 of | 23 OF 88 4 100 o 5 © 3 
g6 © | 12 © 38 go © 101 8 3 14 17 
51 97 8 rn rin een L$L 103 4 5 2 4 8 
_ [5 [4+ 4 $98 4.4.95 © $ 3:16:79 
os: ©! 12 71 14 44 95 © I 8 7 4 10 
102 8 | 12 10 6 7 ” 8 8108 4 5 $ 4 11 
| G 4 | *13: of | 14 of | 93 4 | 110-0 5 2 


- "This Tant x is calculated on the principle of endeavouring to eſtabliſh, and to ſhew at one 
view, ſame proportion between Wheat and Fleur, other than that of making the ſack of the latter 
equivalent to the- quarter of the former, This is done by varying the price of flour compared 
with that of wheat progreſſively from 27. to 6s. per ſack below the price of the quarter of 
n 
| viz, the firſt 4 articles make _ 


the next 5 = = 37. 

| "5 5 = | difference between the ſack of flour and 
_— 1 quarter of wheat. : 
— 4. 00 58 


I be prices of the ** half peck, and quartern loaf of Houſehold Bread are calculated by 
always making a difference of 6d. 3d. and 14d. from the fine; and the two half pecks and four 
-quarterns always conform exactly to the peck loaf, 

* The price in the bill is 13s, 04d. ; but the difference, which is two farthings, is not one part in three hundred of that 
price, therefore can make no viſible difference in the price of the peck loaf. | 
* 8 —— Sàélæł!(/.... ..... 

= ; | + TABLE V. / 


, 


Price of Buchel Price of Wheaten Peck I oaf. ji rice of Houſchold Peck Loaf. 

of Wheat. [in the 1 ill. | In the Statute. |_ In the Bill. In the Statute. 
3. d. 1 * * 4. d. * > 
4 0 1 8 1 1 

4 9 7 3 oe Bs I 10 I 94 
8 1 2 8 88 33 

9 81 3 2 S's 2 

8 © JJ 9 
8 9 F 14 . 

Wa 1 © $-4 | %-* 8 3 10 3 
F te 6 1 3 1 7 3 10 
ene 5 6 13 5 © S. A 


N. B. The above are the only inſtances in which the price of wheat correſponds in the tables, in the bill, and the iatute. 


